
 
 

An Open Letter to all New Yorkers—and a Call to Help Bill Thompson Help us 
Take Our City Back 

 
 
October 26, 2009 
 
 
Re: Michael Bloomberg v. The People of New York City: The Spin v. The Facts 
 
This letter accompanies our review of Michael Bloomberg’s ruinous eight-years as 
mayor of New York City. It describes the facts of that record in detail and contrasts them 
with the spin that the mayor and his publicists have employed to tell a different story.  
 
In preparing this document, we also want to publicly thank Bill Thompson for having the 
courage and determination to take on New York’s richest, most powerful man and his 
vast network of wealthy allies. We can only imagine what a difficult and thankless task it 
must be.  
 
He could have taken advantage of the term limits override and sat out the next four 
years in the Comptroller’s position. He wouldn’t have had to endure the sleazy attack 
ads, the exhausting campaign, and all the punishment that comes with such an uphill 
battle. But without him, we would not have had a choice: Michael Bloomberg, the most 
arrogant public figure we have suffered in our life time, perhaps with the exception of 
George Bush, has thumbed his nose at our vote to limit elected officials to two terms. If 
elected, he will continue to wage what can only be described as a class war on ordinary 
New Yorkers.  
 
We know that many voters remain indifferent or confused, even overwhelmed by the 
hundreds of millions of dollars of free and paid political messages aimed at convincing 
them that the record of financial mismanagement, neighborhood destruction, civil 
liberties and civil rights abuses, and all the other misguided policies and programs has 
been a record of achievement.   
 
Many political and civic leaders have been intimidated and even threatened with 
retribution in the form of campaign contributions and grants withheld, contracts and 
subsidies not renewed, and all the rest of the tools available to punish those who would 
speak out. That is why this is an election in which the people must lead the leaders.  
 



Michael Bloomberg’s defeat would send a powerful message that The People are still 
out there. That message would reverberate throughout the country. It would even be 
heard in Washington D.C. where the moneyed interests – the interests that Michael 
Bloomberg embodies and represents – have used their wealth and political power to rob 
ordinary citizens of their life savings. As this document shows, the mayor is doing 
precisely that in New York.  
 
Things have already gone very far in that direction.  We sense that this is a climactic 
moment in our history. We’re pleased and honored to do our small part to help Bill 
Thompson and through him, President Obama take back our city and our country from 
the hedge fund operators, real estate barons, leveraged buyout artists, investment 
bankers, and all the rest of the skimmers and scammers who stand with their leader, the 
would-be oligarch Michael Bloomberg.   
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Neil Fabricant, Founder, Fed Up New Yorkers 
Alan Howard, Coordinator, New York City Obama Grassroots for Thompson 
Lucy Koteen, President, Central Brooklyn Independent Democrats 
Allen Roskoff, President, Jim Owles Liberal Democratic Club 
Robert Holden, President, Juniper Park Civic Association, Inc. 
Nellie Hester Bailey, Director, Harlem Tenants Council 
Jessica Shiller, Professor of Education, Lehman College 
Judi Francis, President, Park Defense Fund 
Ben Kabak, Transit Blogger, Second Avenue Sagas 
 
* Organizational affiliations for identification purposes 
 
 


